
PROOF FOUND THAT JOAN OF ARC COULD WRITE
Collateral Descendant of Maid of Or-

leans Produces Documents to
Disprove the Charge That

Martyr Was Illiterate
i horary sritfoiifot of Mr present1

mown' m foreign circle i the ttory by

ISr Comtce d'Oiltiamon of Me dincovcn
in the library of the Comte de Maleynnie
e dcir rfil autograph letter of loan of .rt,
the martyr maid nf Ortcan. For ctnturieit
(I han btt n the universal belief that the girl
,iHitr of medliral France covld neither
rtni nor irrilt . The Comtcc d'Oilltamson
t,rm In have made it tery clear that thit
uit not the. truth. The publication of the
Comtcfre'" article by TUB SUNDAY Hvs
thiuU Mere't not only littcrcicur tut all replied

m

TOR US TO OT?LEJMS.
TT?OM THZ NTMG SK SKF7? XT?.

Moc or uhom thin eicntful period of
French history Aat Hfitcial ehjrm.

JOAN OF ARC'S LETTERS
Bt nir.

I OMTKRSK P'OILLIAMSON
n't Vrlnttttt de t'ohQnnt.
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absolute habit of hers to do so. 'I some-
times start with a cross, and then it means
that my orders are not to be executed.'
It seeing Indeed to have been a custom of
those days to begin a note with the
words 'Jhesus-Maria- .' Jacques de Bour-
bon's letter, which has lieen found lately
at Vienna and In which wo have a full
account of Charles VII.'s coronation,
begins with these words.

But Joan declared that if she some
times used a cross to disown the contents
of her letters she never signed with a
cross. I suppose you grasp the Impor
tance of this fact?" continued the Count,
"for it Is clear that sho used the same
stratagem when at llouen
and requested to sign her statement.
It explains tho smile on her lips, that
smile that every witness refers to. The
whole scene waa an Infamous farce got
up by Bishop Cauchon, the Cardinal of
Winchester, and all the others to mislead
contemporarien aa well as posterity,

""Thus before burning Joan's body
they attempted to tarnish her soul and
got up with diabolical art the ceremony
of the retractation so as to make her dis-
own her divine mission and the help and
support which she had brought to King
Charles VII, The deception culminated
in Iuront Calot approaching her and
asking hor to sign a paper which he held
in his hand, Joan took it and Ironically
traced an O upon It, Then when she was
summoned to sign the famous 'Cduls'
and declared that It must first he exam
lord by the clerk to know if she was to
sign it or not Master Guillsume Erard
said to hr, 'Sign at once and you shall
be released.' On that condition she traced
a cross on th ppr, rstdlag 'Et sub two

31,

ct non alios hoo fecit legendo1
post allam lallum?) parvam

to tho Latin text.
She signed with a smile on her lips. Tho
Bishop of Noyon, Jean do Mailly, de
clares that tho wholo sceno was a farce
'Quod non erat nisi trulTa,' says tho Latin
text, agreeing with tho English testi-
mony. So strongly was this felt to be tho
case that an English doctor who wit-

nessed the facts began to abuse Bishop
Cauchon.

"When on May 28 Cauchon reminded
her that sho had not to wear
men s clothcH under tho pretext that she
had signed the said. 'I never
meant to swear not to wear them again.

"Does not this provo that "he did not
consider herself bound on account of a
cross traced at tho bottom of the pro'
tended retractation?"
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It was evident that the Count had
studied every detail of tho action brought
against Joan, and I felt inclined to
adopt his view and to agree that it
would be a lack of common sense not to
admit that Joan knew at least how to sign
her name. Yet I had not seen the letters,
those letters which I had come from Eng-
land In order to see. Did my host guess
my wish? Possibly, for he suddenly
opened the drawer of the table and with
the greatest reverence spread beforo my
eyes three letters.

Tho first, addressed to the citizens of
Reims and written on Friday, August 5,
1420. near a lodge out n the country on
tho Paris road, ran thus:

"My dear and good friends, ye good
and loyal Frenrhmen: Citizens cf the
city of Helms, Joan the Puerile gives you
her news and requests you to havo no
doubts over the good quarrel which she
Mistalns for the royal blood, and I prom-
ise to you and assuro you that I shall not
fall you as long as I live. It is true that
the King has mado a 'truco of fifteen
days with tho Duke of Uurgundy. the
condition bring that tho Duke shall sur-rend- er

the city of Paris to him nt the end
of that time. And yet do not bo sur- -

prised if I do not enter it so soon; as to
those truces, thoy do not. satisfy me, and
I not know if I shall keep them. Should
I do so it will only be for the sake nf tho
King's honor nnd on condition that they
do not play false to tho royal blood, but

BUILDING TRUNKS FOR FLYING MACHINES
Prohahly the biggest trunks ever built

are four which were made to order about
a year ago by u New York manufacturer
and which were designed to carry aero
planes,

There wero two of these flying machines,
both monoplanes, and to carry them there
were built four giant trunks; a trunK
for each flying machino body, one trunk
in whloh the four wings, each divided
into two parts, were and a fourth
trunk in which were stowed four

Each of the body trunks is an foot long
by about to inches square, Tho trunk
for the wings is 25 feet long and 12

feet broad nt one end and 0 feet broad
at the other, while tho trunk for tho

Is 0 feet long.
Theso tremendous trunks nro finished

outside in tho usual fashion, canvus
covered with metallic trimmings. Thoy
are so strengthened and trussed as to
enable them to stand the strains to which
they are likely to be in use. Of
courso no baggageman that ever lived
could sling those trunks around, nnd in

I shall take good care to keep the King's
army ready by the end of tho fortnight
if they do not make peace, r or tins reason,
my dear and perfect friends, I Insist upon
you not worrying as long as I live, but
I request you to mako good watcn ana
keep tho King's good city; and let me
know If there aro any traitors who wish
to vox you and I shall deliver you from
them, and let hear from you. I com-

mend you to God's keeping. Written
on this Friday, tho fifth day of August
near a lodge out In tho country on tno
Paris road."

"But tho letter Is not signed," I
much disappointed.

"No, It is not signed," replied tho Count,
"yet ns you will seo it Is in tho satno hand-
writing us this other one," and ho pointed
out to me another letter which ho care-
fully unfolded, and thoro I saw, traced
In full with a (lrm hand, Joan's

, This letter w.is dated from Sully, March

'"'"Dear und beloved friends," It said,
"whom I wish so much to soe, I, Joan the
Pucelle, havo received your letters, men-

tioning your fear of being besieged. I

wish to assure you that this will not tike
pl.-ic- If I cm soon moct tho ene-

mies. And if it so that I do no;
meet them nnd that they turn against
you, closo the town doors, l snail soon
bo with you, and li thoy aro there i shall
soon m.iko them clap on their spurs
Ichuusser leurs in such hasto
that they will not know how to solze them
quick enough, tills will happen very
quickly indeed. I do not wnto anything
moro at present. I only wish you to bo
good and loy.il. May Ood guard you.

"Written from Sully. March 10.

"I would givo other news that would give
you much joy, but I fear that my letters
should bs stolen on tho way nnd that the
news would be known to others."
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packed,

happens

ticrons)

I gasped. Hero was really ono letter
bearing Joan's signuture, and thero was
also an inscription to this letter. The
words "Jehanne la Pucelle" were tmcsd
In the handwriting of Jean Itogier,
"fchevin" of Iteims In 1025.

horu nnd in which
order trunks ror many otiu uses.
Theatrical built to nro de- -

signed to stand wear, und they do. Be-

sides for tho theatrical profession
thero aro miny special trunks

made to contain apparatus used In special
nets by stugo porformors; and are
built also trunks for travelling musicians,
for orchestra player. or for vaudeville
performers,

Perhaps most extraordinary of all
instrument trunks is the harp trunk,
which Is not only of size but also of
peculiar BliajMi. Another big and re-

markable trunk is that mado for the
carrying of a lss viol. This trunk, like
that for tho harp, Is made to conform to
the shape of tho instrument. A kiss viol
trunk Is six nnd a half feet In length.
Smaller trunks of tho same Btyle are mado
for cellos.

Many brass instruments nro carried
by hand in specially mado holders, but
brass also carried about
in trunks specially mado for them. The
player of a big has-- horn, for Instanco,

fact the body trunks can't bo got into an may havo 11 csiwcially built for it
ordinary side door car and hnvo to lm. Tills would bo a big trunk In shape and
transported in end door freight oira, The proportions of u conventional
trunks havo been at leait once to the typo, but inside thero is formed a padded
Pacltlo coast and so far under the stress and pliuh lined deoppocknt, shaped overy-o- f

handllnu and travel Ihey havn stood whero perfectly to fit tho Instrument
up well. in all Its varying dimensions, Including

"I found with tho letters," odded tho
Count, "an Insignificant sheet of pner,
or nt least it had always been thought
so, nnd when I read It I discovered that
It was In reality u document of tho highest
Importance. It was dated lino nnd
written by Fabri do Pelrese, counsellor
at the Parlement of Aix (who was a groat
collector), to Charles du Lys. At tho end,
after speaking of tho tapestry nnd tho
medal which had belonged to Joan, ho
adds this postscript:

"'You must givo mo a copy of tho
Pucollo's letters If you do not wish mo to
como and fotch them myself,'

"In 1525 an Inventory slntes that
letters wero at What had hap
pened In the space of these live years?

"This Charles du Lys, Attornoy-Oenor-

at tho Parlement and 'Avocat-Gctien- il

a la cour des Aydesilo Paris,' wn passion
ately Interested in everything that con
corned his grcat-uut- it Joan. He man

to collect a few of her relics, very
few indeed, lor nlasl most of the things
that had belonged lo her had been
burned, and even tho ashes of tho funeral
wood pllo had been thrown Into tho Seine
from tho bridge of llouen, as well as tho
heart of tho heroine. It was owing to
his high position that Charles du Lys
obtained from tho archives of Keims
thpso threo precious letters."

Still wishing to clear my mind of the
slightest doubt I said: "Pray tell me now
how theso letters camo Into your poa-

scshVin?"
Let mo first show you tho third letter

and I will afterward satisfy your curi
osity." ,

The third letter, ulso signed Jehanne,
ran thus:

"To tny very dear und good friend
clergymen, Aldermen, burgesses and

Inhabitant and Masters of the good
town of Keims: Dear and good friends
may I let you know that I have received
your letters in which you tell that tho
King been informed that many sad
things have place In tho city of
Iteims. It isc that ho ha trus been told

F&OM A T3R1EI, MAX.
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me

(und you know it no doubt) that some of
tho citizens havo formed 11 lenguo so as
to betray their duty and admit the peoplo
of Burgundy into the town. But since
hi King has been convinced to tho con-

trary because you havo informed him

trunks ever built, but there are mado to j fits snugly it ridejj
many

trunks order

trunks

thero

the

groat

aro

trunk

trunk

theso
Itolins.

aged

has
taken

safely. There may bo brass instrument
trunks in which soveral horns of smaller
sizes may bo securely stowed.

Tho xylophono player may have a
special trunk. Tho xylophone when
pluyed rests 011 a tablo and tho player
wants a tablo that in ovory way Just
suits him. lie is likely to havo a tubla
with foldinc lees or with detachab o Iocs.
and if he travels ho has a trunk into which
tho dismounted table and the instrument
can Imj sifely packed.

moro nro vauaoviuo piayors who
nluv norhniM hulf a dozen instruments
of widely dlvorse churacter and who may
havo u trunk built to contain them all.
rho violin n aver inav havo constructed
in his travelling trunk a special com
partment for his violin.

Too Much,
From lite Clrrelantt Plain Dealer,

A local author, whoso name are luath
to print, was culled upon by a friend ono
day early this week.

"I 0111 going on a long Journey by train,
he said, "and I know yon hnvo a dandy
library, mill I want sometliliiK to read eu
route. Whut lmJ you In lend ine';"

"I linto lo boast, Inn I l.n 11 an awfully
funny one, Hem is my latest book. I

won't inuUu you give it Iihck If you II ad-

vertise It."
-- Itnl lintv nun I fill llul!1'
"Iteiiit it mi III" train where woiie ran

see you, Mini lauicli lieaillly uery few mill-- "

'Ih" 100U uiis lull a few days
l.Uer tho a ill hor iccfUeil 1I1U telegram.

,

llolliril liotiK neiowiiu. jjou v nuill u
Vsry likely theie art the only aeroplane I the big bell, a pocket Into which the big on terms quoted.'

Strongly Denied That Girl Soldier's
Hand Held When She Signed

Letters Made Public
for Time

that It Is false, ho Is very satisfied with
you. And ho has declared that you aro
in favor with him and if you have to
fight nfid aro besieged ho will como to
succor you; ho knows that you hnvo much
to KiifTcr from tho bad behavior of your
enemies theso trultors of Bourgulghons;
he will release you speedily If It bo Ood s
will. I therefore request you, my very
dear friends, to keep good guard over the
good city for tho sako of tho King, lou
shall shortly hear from mo again. I
shall not say any moro except that tho
wholo of Brittany Is French and that tho

m

Was
Now

First

eTOAM or 7?cr V-Asro- .

Duke will send to our King three thousand
warriors with two months' pay.

Written from Sully, March 28."

By tho time I had read these letters
I wasconvinced.nnd I owned It frankly.

The Count smiled. "I expected no less
from your common sense," he said. "If
you wish to publish in England theso
letters which you havo seen with your
own eyes it will bo a novelty, as they are
scarcely known oven In Franco. Thero
aro two other letters from Joan. Tho
famous letter written from Moulins to tho
inhabitants of Riom on November, 9, U29,
and signed 'Jehanne.'

I

"The signature of this letter has been
discussed in particular by Anatole France,
who has tried to prove that Joan's hand
having been held once for all they took a
seal of it nnd stamped all her letters with
It. It is un absurd suggestion. Here
is the facsimile of tho Illom letter, No
vpmber 0, 1121), and hero is the facsimile
of the letter dated March 16, 1130. You
may easily seo the difference. The'J has
neither just the same shapo nor the samo
direction. The first is written In a sort
of inexperienced hand; tho'n' is sorlbbled;
the second, written four months later,
is in a much firmer handwriting, but still
tho letters havo the same shape char-

acter.
"It was In 1S5S that Valet de Virlville

discovered in the Peirse MS. at Carpen- -

tras the short tract which Charles du Lys
had written on the family of tho Pucelle.
My family being the only ono now con-

nected with Charles du Lys and the sole
possessor of these documents, I wrote
to M. do Virlville. Liko yourself, ho camo
to seo them, and I remember his exclaim-
ing: 'It is admirable, marvellous; thoso
aro really Joan of Arc's lottcrsl' And he
added: 'Leave theso letters careiuuy
where they arc; do not expose them to
tho light; let them Btay with Charles du
Lys's papers.'

"But how camo you to possess them?"
I asked eacerly.

"Well, now that you aro convinced 1

will givo you satisfaction. I suppose
understand why I insisted on your

seeing tho proofs bofore hearing their
history, which wo only know by tradi-

tion? Charles du Lys, as I told you,
obtained theso totters from tho town of
Reims. (King Charles VII. gavo to
Joan's brother tho name of Du Lys, and the
fioursdelysof France; also tho right to nil
his descendant to bear as thnlr orst a
flguro or tho Pucelle, white robed, carrying
in her right hand a golden crown sup-

ported by a sword and in hor left tho whlto

banner with tho golden lilies and tho
heud of an angol presenting a lily to Ood
curried hv the Virgin, Ills mother, and the
words 'La Pucelle.') He also collected a
sword, a banner and a taestry of his
groat-aun- t Joun. About tho yoar 1595

hn married Catherine de Callly, who be
loused to an Orleaneso family whoso
ancestor had had the honor of receiving
Joan in his manor. His daughter, .rran- -

eolsn. married Louis do Quutrohommes;
Marie do Quatrehommes married Achilla
do Bnrrntln; thoy worn tno parents 01

eleven children, all of whom died without
any posterity with the exception of Anne,
who married in 1881 Jucques tie Clardieu,
Marqulu do Maleysalo and Mellevllle, a

S

captain In tho French Guards, Anno had
piously preserved in her manor of Mons
In Poltou tho souvenirs of linr aunt
Joan. Later on, In KM), the Marquis do
Maleysslo built a special room for them
In tho Chateau du Vlgoan. This domain
had very Important feudal rights, the cer-
tificates of which Iwero burned in tho
public squuro as soon ns tho Hovnlutlon
broke out.

"Tho letters fortunntcly cs.ijK'd thli
first outbreak, and what Is most surpris-
ing, all further disaster. Tho Marquis,
his wlfo nnd two of his daughters were

s4 TVtE

and

you

and

accused of having encouraged the plot
of Luxembourg. Everything that had
belonged to Joan disappeared, sword.
banner, tapestry, everything except thesi
three letters.

The Marquis, my r,

had four sons, who all emigrated. His
eldest daughter, tho Marchioness de
Goulaino, was the only one to remain in
France. She had the will nnd couragn
of a man. Sh fled from Brittany to Poitou
to defend tho family interests, and it is
owing to her lhat Jonn of Arc's letters
wero saved. Finding it too great a risk
to carry them nwiy with her, sho con-

fided them to tho earth, digging a deep
holo in which sho hid them. It was my
own father, who was born in 1 Ml 1 and died
in 1872, who gavo mo thew) particulars.
He had them from his aunt, tho Mar-

chioness do Goulaino herself, and her
brother. Gen. do Mnleyssie. The letter
and archives of Charles du Lys are
the property of my nephew, tho Mar-
quis do Maloissye, and aro kopt near
Chartresat the ChAteau dilouvillo. They
hare been confided to mo because I wished
to mako a special study of them for tho
benefit of the public."

"How can I sufficiently thank you for
this conversation and theso proofs?"
said I enthusiastically. "You will, I
hope, allow mo to publish every sentence
of what you have told mo in ono of our
magazines?"

"Not only do I allow you, but I wish
you to do so, unswered tho Count,

"I must then writo down a few notes
of what you have told me," J said.

"Do not troublo to do that." replied my
amiablo host. "I have written a pain
phlet on the subject of these letters, leu
will, I hope, accept a copy, and with the
help It affords you will writo your article.

Note. The letters In tho possession
of the Count do Maleysslo nro universally
recognized aa perfectly authentic. As
to Joan's signature, it is not printed witu
a stamp, but written by hor own hand.
It is impossible, however, to Im certain
that sho did nor write, in tho Scottish
formula, "with her hand at tho pen"; that
is with her hand hold and guided by some
clerk. Again, sho may havo learned to
copy tho letters of her namo like Scott
of Satchells, about 10R0, who "can write
none oxcopt the letters of my name,"
and had to dictate his verso "History of
tho Houso of Scott" to schoolboys and
others.

As to Joan's abjuration, nil deMnds
on whether wo prefor to believe tho off-

icial version, which is contemporary with
tho event, or the ovidence of the five e

ItneBsess taken twenty-llv- o years latrr
at the trial of rehabilitation. Tho off-

icial account says that a long abjura
tion was read aloud to her in,rroncn
and that sho repeated tho words
after the reader and signed tho paep.
Thon follow "Jehanne" nnd 11 cross;
whether or not tho cross txi her mar.
After "Jehanne" written by tho clerk
who wroto out tho abjuration, some boo

words.
Klvo witnesses twonty-flv- n year later

say that thdooumcnt which sho rotated
was very short, "no longer than a pater
nostor," and that Bho mado a mars, a
cross or a circle; ono 01 nioso niiin-Mi--

had the short document In his hand.
Kuoh. br ofly nut. Is tho ovmonco. 1110

wholo Bcono was tumultuous, tho English

being furious that Joan was allowed 10

savo her lire by abjuring. Either tho flva

witnesses perjured thomsolvos or tho

pooplo anil the Bishop or Boauvals forced
Joan to acqulosco In a short form of abju-

ration, to what effect wo cannot know,

and published a long nnd abject confes-

sion which him did not havo icud uloud

to her and did not sign in any bhao or
way.


